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Winslow, with Little Horwood and Granborough, was an outlying manor of St Albans Abbey.  In the 14th and 15th centuries, the monks of St Albans kept careful records of how much they extracted from the farmers, traders, craftsmen, widows and orphans.  These Court Books are now available in an English translation, with comprehensive indexes of people, places and subjects, preceded by an extensive introduction.


[image: image1.png]'“svm(dim. Benpe s Ealbarn:
\Exnmnl:m webscy e i Praaft. . el ]mm.
Jolhat :,E,mw e, M

w..utgﬁ
s

H‘ #_.u.‘..m et b a0

B
e





Life and death in Winslow in the Middle Ages
These are some examples of the activities of the residents of Winslow, as recorded in the Court Books

· William Lombe tried to have his cousin Richard Durant declared illegitimate so he could inherit Richard’s mother’s land.

· Agnes Clerk was fined for having sex with John Reynold the chaplain.

· Lovota the blacksmith’s widow sent her son away to school when she remarried, while her new husband took over the blacksmith’s land.
· John Ponteys went on a pilgrimage, and did not return, so his lands were confiscated as no-one knew if he was still alive.  

· John Mayho bequeathed to John his son a very big brass pot; to Agnes his daughter a metal pot, a pot and bowl; to the bridge near Padbury 20d.

· Hugh Robyn committed a felony, for which he was hanged in Middlesex.  His land was granted to Robert Janyn the Farmer of Biggin.
· Christina Porter took her father to court because he did not hand over her inheritance from her uncle when she came of age.

· In 1328, 46 people were fined for illegal brewing.
The two volumes of Winslow Court Books, totalling over 800 pages, are packed with information about farming, trading, housing, marriage, inheritance, travel, education and the clergy.  They record disputes between neighbours, people punished for sexual misbehaviour, and attempts to resist the Abbot’s authority, and give details ranging from a list of a blacksmith’s tools to the arrangements for elderly people to retire.  Because they cover the period of the Black Death, they provide vivid evidence of how the population halved and how the survivors managed to carry on.

Very few complete sets of manor court records are available in English translation, and these volumes will be a significant resource for research.  The Winslow Court Books will be important to people interested in the history of agriculture, crime, economics, law, monasticism and social life, as well as local and family historians.

Information about the Buckinghamshire Record Society can be found at: http://www.bucksinfo.net/brs/
Information about the Winslow History Project can be found at: http://www.winslow-history.org.uk/ 

The price of Winslow Court Books for non-members is £50.  However, the volumes are free to members of the Buckinghamshire Record Society.  To join the Society for 2011, at an annual subscription of £15, please complete the shaded parts of the form below and return it with a cheque for £15 payable to “Buckinghamshire Record Society” to the address at the foot of the page.  You will receive the two volumes automatically.  If you do not wish to set up a banker’s order, complete only the first part of the form.
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